Week Ending Friday, March 12, 1993

Proclamation 6532—Save Your
Vision Week, 1993

March 5, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Vision is a remarkable gift. Providing near-
ly 40 percent of all sensory input to the brain,
our eyes allow us to read, drive, and experi-
ence many of life’s greatest pleasures. Vision,
however, is an extremely fragile gift, one that
can dim with injury or the onset of disease.
Moreover, it is a gift that, with few excep-
tions, cannot be restored once it is lost.

Thus, given the important but delicate na-
ture of good vision in our lives, it is tragic
that each year thousands of Americans suffer
vision loss that might have been prevented.

Having a periodic eye examination is an
effective and simple way for most of us to
prevent this tragedy from occurring in our
lives. A comprehensive eye examination can
provide an early warning of developing eye
disease and allow an eye care professional
the opportunity to initiate appropriate treat-
ment.

Both glaucoma and diabetes are poten-
tially blinding diseases that can be controlled
and treated effectively, if detected early.
However, each remains a leading cause of
blindness in the United States. People at high
risk for glaucoma, African Americans over
the age of 40 and everyone over the age of
60, should receive an eye examination at least
every two years to reduce the risk of blind-
ness.

For people with diabetes, a regular eye ex-
amination is an absolute necessity. People
with diabetes who have their eyes examined
through dilated pupils at least once a year
take a responsible preventive measure in pro-
tecting their vision.

Children also need early and regular eye
examination. Even the seemingly healthiest

child may have an unsuspected visual prob-
lem that needs prompt attention. A routine
checkup can identify such disorders in time
for effective treatment, sparing the child a
lifetime of visual impairment.

Guarding against eye injuries is important
for all members of our society. Both in the
home and workplace, people should wear ap-
propriate face masks, goggles, or safety glass-
es when working with chemicals or machin-
ery that might be dangerous to the eyes. If
possible, athletes should also wear protective
eye wear, and children should be taught the
basic principles of eye safety from an early
age.

To encourage Americans to cherish and
protect their vision, the Congress, by a joint
resolution approved December 30, 1963 (77
Stat. 629; 36 U.S.C. 169a), has authorized
and requested the President to proclaim the
first week in March of each year as “Save
Your Vision Week.”

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby designate the week beginning
March 7, 1993, as Save Your Vision Week.
I urge all Americans to participate in the ob-
servance by making eye care and eye safety
an important part of their lives. Also, | invite
eye care professionals, the communications
media, and all public and private organiza-
tions committed to the goal of sight conserva-
tion to join in activities that will make Ameri-
cans more aware of the steps they can take
to protect their vision.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this fifth day of March, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and seventeenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:33 a.m., March 8, 1993]
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NoTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on March 6, and it
was published in the Federal Register on March
9.

Radio Address to the Nation on the
Economic Plan

March 6, 1993

Good morning. We've come a long way
together in the last few weeks. You've had
the opportunity to look over my plan to give
America a new direction. And from what I've
heard all across the country, you like what
you see, not because you agree with all of
the details but because you know that this
program is a fundamental departure from
business as usual in Washington. It makes
dramatic reductions in deficit spending, over
150 specific cuts in domestic programs, and
asks a contribution from every American
based on his or her ability to pay, all to get
the deficit down.

I've challenged the critics of our plan to
help me find more spending cuts that reduce
the deficit for real, not the kind of gimmicks
and not the delays of tough choices we've
seen in the past. Previously, when Washing-
ton has talked about cutting the deficit to-
morrow, it was a tomorrow that never comes.
We're going to change that. But perhaps the
biggest change we’re offering is a national
investment strategy to create jobs and grow
our economy. Every investment we make is
paid for, dollar for dollar, by spending cuts
in existing programs. Every investment is de-
signed to make us smarter, safer, and more
secure, now and in the long term. These in-
vestments embraced old-fashioned ideas like
education and work and self-reliance, but
they meet the challenges of the new economy
with an arsenal of new ideas.

But we begin by making an ironclad com-
mitment to the safety and well-being of our
families: First, to immunize every American
against avoidable, preventable childhood dis-
eases. For every $1 we spend today, we'll
save $10 in the future. Then, to fully fund
the Head Start program to give all of our
children a chance to start school ready to
learn. That will save $3 for every $1 we in-
vest. And then, to open the doors to college
education to tens of thousands of promising
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young students in exchange for their work
in a program of national service. In every
case, they are investments that will pay divi-
dends and strengthen our economy for years
to come. We can't afford to do less.

At a time of immense global change, the
price of doing nothing is persistent unem-
ployment, shrinking wages, and workers un-
able to fulfill their potential. But with the
advantages of intelligent investment, our
workers can compete and win in this global
economy. For example, changes are coming
for communities and companies which de-
fended America during the cold war. As the
defense industry shrinks and adjusts to the
new world, we must make offsetting invest-
ments in civilian research. And if your job
has been threatened by the end of the cold
war or by changes in world trade or by
changes in the way we build products or pro-
vide services here in America, the United
States shouldn’t let you down.

This investment program includes a bold
new initiative to ensure that every worker has
the training to get a good job in the new
economy. And the plan contains the boldest
national apprenticeship program our country
has ever had, so that all high school graduates
who don’t go to college can receive the skills
and the encouragement they need to find
good jobs.

For all these workers and students, their
lives and livelihoods depend upon the power
of investment. Overall, this plan will create
more than 8 million public and private sector
jobs over the next 4 years. It'll put people
back to work in building roads and bridges
and creating the new technologies that will
employ our people and bolster our profits
well into the 21st century.

We also propose the boldest package of
incentives targeted to small business: a $3
billion-per-year permanent investment tax
credit, targeted to the small businesses that
promote job growth in this country, and tax
initiatives for small companies who will start
new enterprises so that we can reward entre-
preneurs who take risks to build new busi-
nesses. And next week we'll go further by
announcing regulatory changes to expand the
availability of credit for small- and medium-



